LABRUS TINCA?
VAR ?
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Os labiis craffs, replicatis ; maxillis externis tec-
tis.,

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

LABRUS roftro furfum reflexo, cauda inextremo
circulari ?

Lin. Syft. Nat. p. 477.
Arted. gen. 33. fyn. 50.

Turdorum feptimum genus ?
Rondel. pife. p. 177.

Spari et Labri generaa Linnao non fatis accurate

a {e invicem videntur fejungi. Ne quid cnim dica-
mus de nimia horum generum aflinitate, colorum
quibus multe fpecies ornantur magna cft diverfitas.
Ipfos quoque characteres confudiffe et obfcuraffe
videtur Linnzeus, qui pinnas Spari pectorales vult
efle rotundatas, pinnas autem Labri pectorales acu-
minatas. Quod cum prorfus contrarium {it in ple-
rifque {peciebus, non poflumus non fufpicari Lin-
nzum, lapfu calami, verborum ordinum invertiflc;
et hoc modo in Syftema Nature vitium irrepfiffe.
Ia2 Characteres



Charadteres quos inftituit Blochius, utpote fimpli-
ciores, in errorem minus ducturos opinamur.

Labri Tince, in maribus Europ=is fepius con-
{pecti, colores multum variant. Hujus depinximus,
magnitudine quafi dimidiata, varietatem? non quo-
tidianam, fed fere omnium f{plendidifiimam ; quam
non continet eximium Blochii opus; quaque fatis
fideliter depicta haud pofiit reperiri in alio aliquo
opere 1chthyologico.
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THE

VARIEGATED WRASSE.

@ folfeodfferdedodedeode oo odfeod bbb &

GENERIC CHARACTER.
Mouth retractile : lips thick and revolute.

Specrric CHARACTER, &e.
Dufky-red Labrus, whitifh benecath, with blue

variegations and rounded tail.

Var. Whitith Labrus, vartegated with red, orange,
and blue, the variegations on the body
flexuous, on the fins {potted.

Ancient WRASSE ?
Pennant Brit. Zool. p, 214. pl. 47. No., 115.

The {pecies in the two genera of Sparus and Labrus
are, according to Linnzus, not fo eafily diftinguithed
as might be wifhed ; fince exclufive of the firong
affinity between the genera, many of the fpecies vary
much in color. It muft likewife be added that even
the Linnazan charaéters of thefe genera {eem to be
involved in great obfcurity ; a part of the generic
character of Sparus confifting in the rounded fhape
of the pecoral fins, (pinne peflorales rotundate)
while thofe of the genus Labrus ave exprefsly faid to
be acuminate. Now the very reverfe of this being
really the cafe in moft of the fpecies, I am therefore

inclined



inclined to fuppofe that Linnaus, thro’a lapfus ca-
lami, committed this miftake in writing the gene-
ric chara¢ters, and that it has been erroncouily thus
printed inthe Syftema Nature. Dr. Bloch’scharacters
are more fimple, and of courfe, lefs liable to miflead.

The Labrus Tinca, frequenily found in the Eu-
ropean feas, varies much in color: the fpecimen re-
prefented on the prefent plate, of about half the na~
tural fize, exhibits one of the richeft varieties, and
is far fuperior to thofe which are generally feen. It
does not occur in the fplendid publication of Dr.
Bloch, nor does it indeed feem to have been any
where reprefented with a fufficient degree of exact-
nefs.



